ADAMS EXPRESS COMPANY
SPECIAL LIQUOR RECORD
Received Quantico Va.  Date December 26, 1916 Affidavit No. 40
Consignee ________________________
Kind of Ardent Spirits Whiskey  Amount Quart  Weight 4 lbs.
Way Bill No. 896    Date December 26, 1916   From Washington DC
To Quantico Va.

Reverse Side of Form
AFFIDAVITS FOR ARDENT SPIRITS FOR PERSONAL USE
State of Virginia,
County of Prince William
I ________________________, being duly sworn, depose and say that I am the consignee of a certain shipment of ardent spirits, as specified on the other side of this form, this day delivered to me by the Southern Express Company, from  _______________________, that I am not a student or minor, and, if female, I am the head of a family; that the ardent spirits so received by me were brought into the State on my written order, and that I have not, within the thirty days previous hereto, received any ardent spirits of any kind whatsoever, from any person or from any place whatsoever, in excess of the quantity allowed by the provisions of the Act of the General Assembly of Virginia, approved March 10, 1916, or contrary to law, and that the ardent spirits received by me are for my own use, at my own home, and that the said ardent spirits will not be used in violation of the law.
							_________________________ Consignee
Sworn to and subscribed before me
This ____ day of ______ 191_
____________________________ Agent for Southern Express Company

On March 10, 1916, the General Assembly of Virginia passed Chapter 146 an Act foreshadowing the 18th Amendment of 1920. N this Act the General Assembly defined ardent spirits and went on to prohibit their manufacture, sale, transportation for sale, and general distribution. If further regulated the sale of alcohol for medical purposes by requiring those businesses who were allowed, by court license, to sell alcohol to file a monthly report, or inventory, of their alcohol on hand. This Act was not written to prevent manufacture for consumption. It was intended to stimulate Virginia’s temperance movement. 

Chapter 146 was strengthened on March 19, 1918 with the passage of Chapter 388, which required that Common Carriers of ardent spirits be required to keep their records of quantities transported in an alphabetical file box. This was to include affidavits attesting to whom the alcohol was shipped, the amount and kind received, the date of delivery and consignee. Both of these Acts were repealed, however, with the passage of Chapter 403, Section 504 (March 20, 1920) which required that the Clerk of the Circuit Court of each county keep these affidavits in an alphabetically arranged book; therefore relieving the transportation companies of the duty.
The Prince William County affidavits were in a book as described above but were extracted in order to scan and make them available to the general public. The affidavits are currently housed in one Hollinger Box in the Prince William County Circuit Court Archives.
